
What We Do 



We Engage Creatively With Communities To Bring Life. 

Fusion has a range of programs tailored to the unique needs of each 
community.

We work with individuals, families and schools that have been struggling 
with things impacting on their ability to thrive. It may have been bullying, 
poverty, homelessness, loneliness or someone who didn’t take the time to 
see through the behaviour, to see the struggle going on underneath.

Week after week our people turn up to schools, programs, housing services 
and training courses, investing in the lives of others to help them have a 
di�erent future.

We work with young people in schools, after-school and holiday programs 
and prevent and support young people experiencing homelessness 
through housing and early intervention programs. 

Our community work includes caring for disabled and elderly, using the arts as 
a tool for change and hosting inclusive community events that help transform 
community dialogue. We deliver training to families, young people and the 
long term unemployed, and o�er accredited training for youth and 
community work.

Our social enterprises place values of community wellbeing alongside 
those of pro�tability; supporting the work of Fusion, while providing 
opportunities for vocational training and social connection. Enterprises 
include Cafes, OpShops, and Fusion Building and Maintenance.

Fusion brings a unique perspective to each community, and we rely on the 
help of locals to make a real lasting change. Because we approach each 
community di�erently, no two Fusion Centres are the same. Connect with 
Stephanie Hill in our national o�ce and �nd out more about what work 
Fusion is doing in your local area.

*include visual from Fusion Australia initial Bequest pamphlet*

What We Do 



Our History 



Fusion is a Christian youth and community organisation 
which emerged as a creative response to socially-at-risk 

young people in Australia in 1960.

Led by a group of local young adults committed to seeing lives 
transformed, Fusion began as a grass-roots movement in Hornsby, 
Sydney. 
 
The team connected with young people in culturally relevant ways, 
including founding a drop-in centre called The Attic, where workers built 
relationships with young people. Soon the team was connecting with 
young people in schools, running regular Day Trips, and, during the Easter 
Bike Races at Bathurst, the team hosted a drop-in centre with live rock & 
roll every night. In the early hours of the morning, bikies could be seen 
talking to team, exploring who they were and who they wanted to be.  
 
In the early 60s the team began training that eventually transformed into 
today’s Diploma in Youth and Community Work (Christian). Centres began 
in Tasmania, Perth and Melbourne. As centres were established in areas of 
need, new and creative ways of engaging young people emerged: 
establishing community centres, youth housing, job creation schemes, art 
therapy with socially isolated women and single mums and a national 
radio program.
 
In 1980 Fusion became a national organisation with centralised training, a 
national advocacy voice and �ve year plan. The mid-80s saw Fusion 
spread out across Australia, taking to the streets and developing a voice. 
Festivals and street performances were used to engage the media and 
launch white papers focussed on poverty, youth homelessness, youth 
suicide, unemployment, the failure of education for the non-academic, 
and the history of colonisation.
 
Fusion continued to connect and mobilise people around Australia, 
advocating, training and responding to the needs of young people. Today 
the work continues to adapt and develop as Fusion works to see 
transformed communities where young people thrive.Our History 



“I will never forget the trust, the love, the hope and 
strength they have given me. They taught me some 

incredible lessons about how strong I am and what my 
true worth is."

It's hard to believe these words, when we consider where Ambya was 
when we �rst met her. 

After years of experiencing bullying throughout primary school, Ambya 
fell into a life based on self preservation.

"When I started high school I made a choice that I wasn't going to 
get bullied anymore – I started smoking; hanging out with the 
bullies… it kind of snowballed. I needed to do whatever possible to 
stay with that group"

Ambya discovered hard drugs, a life of crime and ended up being expelled 
from her school. It was at this point the Ambya's mum reached out to 
Fusion for help. 

As we got to know Ambya, we saw past her behaviour and spoke to her 
true self; through day trips and the Pilgrimage to Uluru, we began to 
build her sense of belonging, self worth and purpose. Ambya began to 
change the way she saw herself and the world around her.

It was during her time on Fusion's Pilgrimage to India that things 
really changed for Ambya! 

"I was still sel�sh and manipulative. I used people. I would take and 
never give back. India made me see the world through clear eyes. The 
people there were so friendly and giving, the families that I met – they 
were doing it right. Family time, dinner together and everyone looking 
after each other – the true sense of community.”

Ambya knew that if she continued along the same path she would end 
up in jail or �nd herself 6 feet under.

"I was with the same group of friends for so long, but they weren't 
good for me. Every time I see that one has gone back to jail or it's 
someone's funeral, I know I made the right decision.”

Today, Ambya is busy building a bright future for herself, her partner and 
her beautiful daughter.

"I owe everything in my life to these amazing human beings. I will 
never forget the trust, the love, the hope and strength they have given 
me. They taught me some incredible lessons about how strong I am 
and what my true worth is. And I �ght every day to remember this is 
the ultimate safety net".

Ambya hopes to be a source of strength and hope for every person that 
she comes across in her life - just like Fusion was for her.

It is stories like this that remind us of the life that can be found when we 
intercept the dark. 

Every week we see lives transformed! Young people who had no hope, 
now encountering life; youth encountering a community where they are 
loved and invited to begin to make the kinds of choices they want to be 
remembered for.

The ripple e�ect from each young person helped 
is spreading far and wide.

Ambya’s Story
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The Future 
and why we need your help

1 in 5 young people rate their family relationships 
negatively, reporting them as only ‘fair’ or ‘poor’. 
- 2017 Mission Australia Annual Youth Survey

The proportion of young people concerned 
about alcohol and drug use has risen from 
27% in 2015 to 32.0% in 2017. 
- 2017 Mission Australia Annual Youth Survey

Total gambling expenditure in Australia increased 
from $22.734 billion in 2014–2015 to $23.648 billion 
in 2015–2016 (a 3.9 per cent increase). 
-  33rd edition of the Australian Gambling Statistics

116,000 Australians experiencing homelessness 
on Census night 2016.  Two in every �ve people 
experiencing homelessness are under the age of 25. 
- 2016 Census of Population and Housing. 

These are just some of the reasons why the work of Fusion remains 
crucial; this work is only possible with the generous contributions of our 
volunteers and supporters.



2.  Make sure you let your family & friends know of your wishes & 
intentions, and why you would like to support us in this way.

3.  Include the following suggested wording: 

I bequeath (amount, residue, percentage etc) free of all duties 
to Fusion Australia Limited (ACN 001 273 105) or its successor 
to be used for the speci�c purposes of the (Fusion National 
O�ce or Name of Fusion Centre), or if that Centre has ceased to 
operate, the work of Fusion Australia in that (name of State) 
and I declare that the receipt of the Company Secretary or 
other authorised o�cer of Fusion Australia Limited shall be 
su�cient discharge to my executor.

4.  Should you generously decide to leave a gift to Fusion Australia, please 
contact Steph on (03) 9579 3955 or email steph.byrne@fusion.org.au

Please feel free to contact us if you have any further questions, or need 
more information. All calls will be treated in the strictest con�dence.

Fusion Australia is passionate about wise stewardship of the 
resources invested into this work. Whether it’s �nances, people. 

Rest assured that Fusion Australia investments are managed 
prudently and e�ectively, ensuring our sustainable future.
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Leaving a gift to Fusion in your will can ensure we can sustainably 
continue to transform communities where young people can thrive 
and the potential impact of that gift is enormous. A program struggling 
for �nances could continue. An identi�ed community need could be 
met. The list goes on.

Should you decide to leave a Gift to Fusion in your Will, 
here’s what to do. 

1.  Get your own, trusted legal advisor or trustee and decide what 
kind of gift you would like to leave. 

residuary
The remainder of the estate after all other recipients have
been paid out.

percentage
A percentage of either the residuary or the entire estate.

pecuniary
A speci�c amount of cash.

a speci�c gift
Can be real estate, shares, bonds or other items of value.

Leaving a Gift 
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